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Study of Romans Handout
Introduction

1) The Author

Although there is no dispute about Pauline authorship. 
2) Date and Place of Origin

It was written between 56-57 CE.  Paul was in Greece when he wrote the letter, most likely in Corinth.
3) Destination/Audience

Romans 1:7, 15 identify this letter as being sent to the Christians at Rome. 
4)  Occasion and Purpose

He wrote this letter, explaining his _______ carefully and fully, in the hopes that the Roman Christians would embrace him and it completely. Further, since his life had already been in much danger from the Jews (Acts 17:5, 13; 20:3), Paul may have sensed the need to pen his thoughts about the gospel in a systematic way, rather than due to occasional circumstances.

LESSON 1:  OVERCOMING GOD’S _____
1) Paul introduces his letter to the Romans 1:1-15 
a) Opening from Paul, an apostle set apart for the gospel. 1:1-6 

b) Greetings to God’s beloved saints in Rome. 1:7 

c) Paul desires to visit them in order to strengthen their faith. 1:8-15 
FOCUS: gospel euaggelizo
The gospel is the ____ ____ of God’s salvation through Jesus Christ.

2) The gospel of God has the power to save all people from judgment. 1:16-5:21 
a) The gospel contains the power of God for salvation for the Jew and the Greek. 1:16-17 
b) All people are sinners that will come under God’s righteous judgment. 1:18-3:18 
i) God will judge the Gentiles. 1:18-32 

(1) God’s wrath will come against wicked people who refuse to believe the truth. 1:18-23 

(2) God abandoned them to their own lusts. 1:24-25 

(3) Their passions led them to practice homosexuality. 1:26-27 

(4) Because they refused to acknowledge God, he gave them up to wicked practices. 1:28-32 
ii) God will judge the Jews. 2:1-3:8 

(1) When Jews judge others, they condemn themselves since God will judge both Jews and Greeks. 2:1-11 

(2) Jews will be judged by the Law, but Gentiles will be judged without it. 2:12-16 

(3) The Jews who have the Law dishonor God by not living according to it. 2:17-24 

(4) Being a Jew has to do with whether a person keeps the Law, not whether they are physically circumcised. 2:25-29 

(5) Even if the Jews don’t follow God’s Law, He is still righteous by judging them. 3:1-8 
FOCUS:  judge krino
God will judge ________.

FOCUS: wrath orge
The wrath of God is his _____ displeasure at mankind’s ungodliness.  

FOCUS: law nomos
The law is God’s reveal ________ for man to maintain and sustain godliness.  

iii) All people (both Jews and Greeks) are unrighteous and under the condemnation of sin. 3:9-18 
c) Righteousness is by faith in Christ, not the Law. 3:19-4:25 
i) The Law does not justify, by only brings about knowledge of sin. 3:19-20 

ii) Righteousness before God is by faith in Christ, not by keeping the Law. 3:21-26 

iii) God justifies both Jews and Gentiles by faith. 3:27-31 

iv) Their forefather Abraham was justified by faith. 4:1-25 

(1) Even Abraham was justified by faith, not by works. 4:1-8 

(2) Abraham was justified before he was circumcised. 4:9-12 

(3) The promise to Abraham came through righteousness of faith. 4:13-15 
(4) All those who have faith are descendents of Abraham. 4:16-25 
FOCUS: justify dikaioo
Justify is God declaring us ‘___ ______ (righteous)’ for our sins based on the righteousness of Jesus Christ. 
FOCUS: righteousness dikaiosune
No one is righteous enough to be saved from their own sins.  That is why we need the _____________ of Jesus Christ to save us.
d) Being justified by faith in Christ results in a right relationship with God. 5:1-11 
i) Because we are justified by faith, we have peace with God. 5:1-5 

ii) Christ died for us while we were sinners, so we surely will be save from God’s wrath. 5:6-11 
e) Christ’s one righteous act brought salvation to the entire human race. 5:12-21 
FOCUS: peace eirene
Peace with God means that we no longer have to fear the _____ of God. 

i) Sin came into the world through Adam and spread to all people. 5:12-14 

ii) God’s free gift through Christ brings justification to many people. 5:15-17 

iii) As one man’s sin led to condemnation for all, Christ’s one righteous act led to righteousness for all. 5:18-21 
LESSON 2:  OVERCOMING OUR ______ NATURE 
3) As people who have been justified, we must live godly lives. 6:1-8:39 
a) We have died with Christ, and thus are now obligated to live to God. 6:1-23 

i) We have died with Christ and should therefore no longer live in sin. 6:1-4 

ii) Like Christ, we are dead to sin but alive to God. 6:5-11 

iii) Don’t let sin rule over you, but yield yourself to God and his righteousness. 6:12-14 

iv) We were slaves of sin, but are now slaves of righteousness. 6:15-19 

v) The payment for sin is death, but God’s gift is eternal life. 6:20-23 
FOCUS: sin hamartia 
To sin is to ____ the mark of God's holy standard of righteousness.
b) Living by the Law only produces death. 7:1-25 

i) The Law is only binding on people who are alive. 7:1-3 

ii) You have died to the Law through the body of Christ. 7:4-6 

iii) The Law brings knowledge of sin and thus works to kill me. 7:7-12 

iv) Sin worked in me to bring death. 7:13-20 

v) In my mind I serve the law of God, but in my flesh I serve the law of sin. 7:21-25 
FOCUS: sinful nature sarx
The sinful nature is the _______ nature that we inherited from Adam which causes us to sin and be separated from God.   

c) We are alive to God and should thus live in the Spirit. 8:1-17 

i) There is no condemnation for those in Christ. (Christ condemned sin in the flesh, so those walking in the Spirit are not condemned.) 8:1-8 

ii) The Spirit of Christ dwells in you, so your spirit is alive. 8:9-11 

iii) We are sons of God and thus indebted to live in the spirit, not in the flesh. 8:12-17 
d) We will eventually be glorified with Christ. 8:18-39 

i) Our future glory far outstrips the present suffering. 8:18-25 

ii) The Spirit prays for us in our weakness. 8:26-27 

iii) God works everything for the glorification of those that love him. 8:28-30 

iv) God’s love for us, proven by the work of Christ, will bring us through to glory. 8:31-39 
FOCUS: Spirit pneuma
The (Holy) Spirit _______ Satan’s work in our sinful nature and points us to the truth in the Bible so that we honor God in our choices and decisions.   

LESSON 3:  ISRAEL’S _______
4) Salvation originally belonged to the Jewish Nation. 9:1-11:36 
a) It was God’s mercy that originally brought salvation to some of the Israelites. 9:1-29 

i) Paul greatly desires the Israelites to be brought to Christ. 9:1-5 

ii) The only true Israelites are those that came from God’s promise. 9:6-13 

iii) God’s choice is according to his mercy. 9:14-18 

iv) We cannot find fault with God if he shows mercy, even on the Gentiles. 9:19-26 

v) The scriptures even say that only some of the Israelites will be saved. 9:27-29 
FOCUS: Israel Israēl
God is ___ finished with as an Israel; the Bible tells us that in the end times, Israel will finally recognize Jesus as their Messiah.

FOCUS: remnant leimma
Multitudes in Israel throughout all of history continually reject Jesus as the Messiah, but a remnant of them, a _____ portion, will finally accept Jesus as the Messiah in the end times.

LESSON 4:  ISRAEL’S ______
b) Now salvation for Jews only comes by faith in Christ. 9:30-10:13 

i) Only those who pursue righteousness by faith will find it, whether Israelites or Gentiles. 9:30-33 

ii) Israelites must submit to God’s righteousness in Christ in order to be saved. 10:1-4 

iii) The righteousness based on faith comes by believing and confessing Christ. 10:5-13 
FOCUS: saved sōtēria
Salvation is deliverance, by the ____ of God, from eternal punishment for sin which is granted to those who accept by faith Jesus Christ alone.   

c) This faith to those who hear the preaching of Christ. 10:14-17 
d) God is using the salvation of Gentiles to bring Jews back to himself. 10:18-11:12 
i) Although Israel has heard and not believed, the believing Gentiles are now making them jealous. 10:18-21 

(1) Even presently God has chosen some of this own people to be saved by mercy. 11:1-6 

(2) God’s elect were saved, but the rest were hardened. 11:7-10 

ii) Their stumbling has brought about salvation to the Gentiles so as to make Israel jealous. 11:11-12 
e) But the Gentiles must humbly acknowledge that salvation came through the Jews. 11:13-24 

i) The Gentiles must realize that they are saved due to the Jews. 11:13-16 

ii) The Gentiles must not be proud that they have been saved by faith and God’s kindness. 11:17-24 
f) Although God’s ways are beyond comprehension, he will eventually save the Jewish nation. 11:25-36 
i) (To the Christian ‘brothers’) God will eventually save the whole nation of Israel. 11:25-32 

ii) God’s ways are beyond our comprehension. 11:33-36 
LESSON 5:  A CHRISTIAN’S _______   
5) As people saved by God’s grace, we should live responsible lives in relationship with others. 12:1-15:13 
a) Live in love and harmony in relation to other individuals. 12:1-21 
i) (Brethren) Your reasonable service to God is to present yourselves to him. 12:1-2
A CHRISTIAN’S ____ (S)

ii) Each person should humbly appreciate the different gifts given to each member of Christ’s body. 12:3-8 
A CHRISTIAN’S RESPONSE TO ____ AND EVIL PEOPLE 
iii) Serve one another in love. 12:9-13 
iv) Live in harmony with all people, even those who persecute you. 12:14-21 
FOCUS: spiritual logikos act of worship latreia
Our spiritual act of worship, holy and pleasing to God, is the _________ of ourselves in light of God’s mercy.   

FOCUS: love
The essence of (agape) love is ___ -sacrifice.
A CHRISTIAN’S SUBMISSION TO GOVERNMENT AND ___  

b) Live godly lives in public, knowing that our time on earth is short. 13:1-14 
i) Obey the laws of the government and show proper respect to civil authorities. 13:1-7 

ii) Fulfill the Law’s demand to love one another as yourself. 13:8-10 

iii) Live a godly life, knowing that the day of our ultimate salvation is near. 13:11-14 
FOCUS: governing hyperechō authorities exousia
Christians throughout the ages have lived, and even flourished, under antagonistic, repressive, pagan governments.  They adhered to Paul’s teaching to ____ their governing authorities, even to honor, respect, and pray for them.
FOCUS: love agapaō your neighbor as yourself plēsion
The commitment to ____ ourselves ought to be same commitment we have in loving our neighbor. 

A CHRISTIAN’S ACCEPTANCE OF OTHER __________  

c) Care for the consciences of other Christians. 14:1-12 
iii) Don’t judge a weak brother’s religious convictions. 14:1-4 

ii) Each Christian lives to honor the Lord. 14:5-9 

iii) Each person will be judged by God; they should not judge one another. 14:10-12 
FOCUS: accept proslambanō
Just as Christ accepted us just as we are, we ought to ______ other Christians just as they are. 

d) Seek to build up the body of Christ and live with love for others. 14:13-15:13 
iii) Be persuaded in your convictions, but do not damage someone else’s conscience by your practices. 14:13-23 

ii) Each one should not please themselves, but should build up others. 15:1-6 

iii) We should receive one another just as Christ came to serve both Jews and Gentiles. 15:7-13 
A CHRISTIAN’S _______ OF THOSE WHO SERVE THE LORD IN   MINISTRY  
6) Paul ends the letter by talking about his travel plans, asking for prayer, and giving a final greeting. 15:14-16:27 
a) Paul has spoken boldly since he is a minister of Christ to the Gentiles. 15:14-21 
b) Paul asks for prayer and help. 

i) Paul asks for prayer so that his journey to Jerusalem will be successful. 15:30-33 

ii) Paul asks them to help the deaconess Phoebe. 16:1-2 
e) Paul gives a final doxology and praise to God. 16:25-27 
FOCUS: priestly duty hierourgeō of proclaiming the gospel of God
Christians are to regard their work of sharing the gospel as a priestly ministry because we are able to offer converts as a ______ sacrifice to God.
FOCUS: contribution koinōnia to the poor ptōchos
May we always be ________ to others who are less blessed than we are since we ourselves are the recipients of grace.    

FOCUS: greet aspazomai
Receive (greet) with ___ those who share the same faith and hope in Christ as you.

